UNTRUTH IN NEWSPAPERS

^I am quite clear that if newspapers weighed every word that
is printed therein, we should have a. speedier removal of abuses,
whether in the States or elsewhere."

A State official writes:

"I have read your several articles in the Hanjan about Congress
activities in general, and those in the States in particular. One of
these deals with corruption in the Congress ranks and, at least by
implication, "with other undesirable activities quite inconsistent
with the spirit which you have tried to infuse into the mass of
^Congress workers.'

"It has occurred to me to draw your attention to the fact that
much violence to truth and, therefore, harm to the cause you have
at heart is being done by certain newspapers which live by abuse
and which depend upon so-called 'Congress workers^ for the
unmitigated falsehoods they publish.

"So fat as the States are the targets of attack, legitimate criticism,
which rests on incontrovertible facts, must be wholesome and
should be helpful. You would, however, agree that nothing but
the truth should be published.

"What is happening, in fact, is that some people who nurse a
sense of injury against the State to which they belonged or "where
they lived in the past, finding themselves driven a-way as a result
of their activities to which the Governments of the States took
objection, are trying to pay off old scores, and for such a purpose
they imagine their position greatly fortified by their having joined
the Congress fold. The papers they feed, in their turn, live
by their diatribes, while for them those papers are the needed
medium for the discharge of stored-up venom. The unfortunate
result is that, however these vernacular papers may succeed in
inflaming the uninformed public, responsible people remain un-
affected by their denunciations.

"It is a pity that things that may be usefully brought to light
in the honest spirit of awakening the administrations of the States
to their responsibilities are, for want of knowledge, never published.
What is pubhslied is either m the nature of a gross exaggeration
of facts of no vital importance, or, as is more often the case, so'me
pure invention and, therefore, an utter lie.

"Your present policy seems to me to be that "where the people